
I oppose loosening the rules designed to promote and protect diversity
          of media ownership. These rules were adopted to ensure that the public
          would receive a diverse range of viewpoints from the media, and not
          simply the opinions of a handful of media conglomerates. The cable
ownership
          cap is a crucial element of our democratic media, and it should not
          be weakened.
Arguments in favor of maintaining the cable ownership cap can be made by:
1)examining the offerings of the cable industry currently and 2) analyzing the
diversity of viewpoints that are presented on news and news-oriented programs
that run on cable television.  A cursory look at the programming of all of the
cable outlets today show that the programming is often repetitive, lacking
originality, and under-utlizing the vast potential of the cable television
enterprise.  It is quite common for cable companies to offer multiple sports
channels, multiple movie channels, multiple shopping channels, etc., -- all when
this duplicity is often unwanted and/or unnecessary.  To myself and likely to
many other people, cable television is not much better than free television
because the quality and diversity of the programming is so poor.  Second, the
freedom of expression and the promotion of vigorous, wide-ranging debates about
the issues of the day needs to be protected and promoted at a!
ll costs.  Current cable news ch
annels (CNN, Fox) restrict political debate into a narrow range and discount
many intelligent, thoughtful persons who are not predisposed to support the
propaganda(?) espoused by these news networks.  Although the corporations may
deny it, it is very likely that corporate decisions not only drive news content,
but also their 'analysis' of the issues of the day.  Allowing greater
monoplization of the cable television industry will undoubtedly allow a further
narrowing of political and social debates, will sacrifice news bureaus to cost
cutting measures and will provide fewer services at higher prices to consumers.
It is not as if something like this would be new.

I urge the FCC to retain the cable ownership cap regulations as necessary and,
at least, as a minimum with which to maintain competition within the cable
industry.  It is also very important to start encouraging innovation, diversity
and real debate within the cable news industry.  Allowing greater monopolization
of this industry will ultimately be harmful not only to journalists, but also to
the citizens of the United States.  Thank you for reviewing my comments!

Sincerely,
Paul S. Hardersen


